
As a former news and public affairs director on commercial radio, I have been 
appalled by the FCC's recent decisions relative to LPFM and local broadcasting - 
particularly in the Seattle / Tacoma area.  The FCC appears to be completely in 
the 'hip pocket' of major broadcast chains, with little or no consideration for 
local broadcast interests of any type.  The other appalling issue to me is the 
tacit support the FCC has provided to the Calvary Baptist Church in their effort 
to monopolize LPFM signals across the US for partisan, religious purposes.  This 
is NOT what the founding fathers intended when the Bill of Rights was written - 
either the separation of church and state OR the guarantee of freedom of speech. 
 
When I started in radio 30 years ago, the rules were strict, licensees were held 
accountable, and communitiy service was paramount.   Now, the only thing 
apparently considered is the profitability of the station for its owner.  The 
concept of broadcasting 'in the public interest as a public trustee' has died a 
horrible death in the name of deregulation. 
 
I specifically reference DA 04-2054, where it appears that the Commission bent 
over backwards, beyond any reasonable expectation for a government agency, to 
approve a convoluted exchange of frequencies to provide for yet another 
commercial radio signal in the Seattle metro market.  My understanding, 
according to the FCC's own documents, is that not only were other, small-market 
(and unprofitable) signals shut down to accommodate this change, but also the 
CRTC was asked for a quid pro quo consideration in return for their approval, 
and the FCC disregarded its own policy concerning local terrain NOT being 
considered when determining FM interference contours.  This action also 
destroyed any hope of local non-profits  securing LPFM signals on 104.5 mHz, and 
will silent an existing educational signal on 104.5 with over 20 years of 
service on Mercer Island, WA. 
 
The interesting rationale for this decision was that the town of Covington, WA  
- population approximately 17000 - lacked any primary radio service.  Bainbridge 
Island, WA  -  where I reside, and where an LPFM license was pending - has over 
22000 residents, and no primary radio service.  And this assignment killed any 
prospect for even an LPFM for that population. 
 
I don't get it. 
 
This administration's President once said, shortly after his inauguration, that 
he would not tolerate the slightest appearance of impropriety.  Apparently he 
did not mean the Federal Communications Commission in that statement - since 
your decisions consistently pander to the large corporate broadcasters, 
especially those who support the current Administration's party financially. 
 
I don't think the FCC is corrupt - I know it is.  I look at every daily summary 
of activity.  The patterns are unmistakeable.   
 
I call for Michael Powell's resignation, and for Congressional hearings into the 
state of FCC decision and policy-making.  A copy of this letter is being sent to 
my Congressman. 
 
  


